[Damage to craniocerebral nerves in reconstructive surgery of carotid arteries].
Reconstructive operations on aortic arch branches appear to be the most efficient method of preventing acute and chronic impairments of cerebral circulation. Iatrogenic lesions of the craniocerebral nerves deteriorate the course of the immediate, and especially the remote postoperative period, decreasing quality of life and social status of the patients after endured carotid reconstructions. The authors analysed herein the outcomes in a total of 562 patients after endured carotid artery surgery for atherosclerosis or pathological tortuosity. The authors examined the incidence rate, patterns and risk factor of damage to the craniocerebral nerves in all the patients. Comprehensive prevention of damage to the craniocerebral nerves was carried out in a total of 412 patients from the Study Group and was aimed at excluding or decreasing intensity of the eff ect of the eliminable risk factors. The proposed measures made it possible to decrease the rate of lesions of craniocerebral nerves from 18.7 to 6.9% and to substantially improve the postoperative patients' quality of life.